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Badl\ spelt postcard from Hitler discovered in new archive trawl

The online histor\ archive Europeana has travelled Europe collecting personal stories of the First World War.

The precious leather-bound book that sav ed a man's life in 1 91 7  
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40 CRPPHQWV (KWWS://ZZZ.WHOHJUDSK.FR.XN/FXOWXUH/FXOWXUHQHZV/9239076/BDGO\-VSHOW-SRVWFDUG-IURP-HLWOHU-GLVFRYHUHG-LQ-QHZ-DUFKLYH-

WUDZO.KWPO#GLVTXV_WKUHDG)

TKH SRVWFDUG, VHQW IURP D 27-\HDU-ROG VROGLHU QDPHG AGROI HLWOHU, VXJJHVWV WKDW WKH IXWXUH GLFWDWRU KDG SUREOHPV ZLWK KLV WHHWK DQG ZLWK

KLV VSHOOLQJ.

IQ WKH EDGO\-VSHOW - DQG FXULRXVO\ PXQGDQH - OHWWHU, GDWLQJ WR DHFHPEHU 1916, KH WHOOV D IHOORZ RIILFHU KDUO LDQ]KDPPHU WKDW KH LV LQ

MXQLFK DQG KDV MXVW EHHQ WR WKH GHQWLVW. BXW, KH VD\V, KH ZLOO "UHSRUW YROXQWDULO\ IRU WKH ILHOG LPPHGLDWHO\".

TKH SRVWFDUG WXUQHG XS LQ D KXQW IRU "WKH SHUVRQDO ZDU VWRULHV" RI SHRSOH IURP DOO RYHU EXURSH. TZR WKRXVDQG SHRSOH RI DOO DJHV IURP

DWWHQGHG D VHULHV RI URDGVKRZV LQ GHUPDQ\, EQJODQG, IUHODQG, LX[HPERXUJ, SORYHQLD DQG DHQPDUN.
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As a result 45,000 photos of objects, scanned letters and diaries have been uploaded onto the website to date. Most of these are

previously unpublished and have never been seen or studied outside the families.

Jeremy Hunt was the prey on this week¶s radio (http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/tvandradio/9237116/How-Jeremy-Hunt-became-the-

prey-on-this-weeks-radio.html)

Heroes of Arctic Convoy in World War 2 could finally receive medals (http://www.telegraph.co.uk/history/world-war-

two/9236568/Heroes-of-Arctic-Convoy-in-World-War-2-could-finally-receive-medals-as-Daivd-Cameron-calls-for-review.html)

One of the Oxford University experts helping with the project Dr Stuart Lee said that the postcard was one of the most exciting finds: “I felt

a shudder run through me. I found it hard to believe that at a local event to record ordinary people¶s stories, I was seeing a previously

unknown document in Hitler¶s own hand.

"Europeana¶s project is remarkable in that it can bring in the most meaningful story in a person¶s whole existence."

Also handed in was a Bible with a lump of shrapnel in it, which is said to have saved the life of a devout Christian German officer while he

was sleeping in a trench in North-East Germany - even though the same grenade killed many of his comrades.

The Dublin roadshow was the best attended in Europe so far, with more than 600 turning up. The participation of Irishmen in the First

World War was politically sensitive and as a result many of their stories have never been told.

To hXnW Whe archiYe, go Wo: http://www.europeana.eu/portal/ (http://www.europeana.eu/portal/)

© Copyright of Telegraph Media Group Limited 2012


